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For a kid-happy home
re-40, formal is out
but elegance is in
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T'S THE FRONT YARD'S sloping hillside

garden with its purple haze of lavender,

the bright magenia bloom o fbouga) nvil-

leathe light greens of agaves, the strik
ing Burgundy.black hue of cordyline and
a connasting srmalter of white roses that
first catches your eye when you drive by
architect Fabio Rigode Righi’s remodel of
an early 1370s La Jolla Shores Ranch-style
home

Cet a little closet, though, and you'll
see that the new meandeting Santa Bar
bara/Spanish Colonial floor plan, destgned
around three ¢countyards, is as graceful as
the landzcaping.

“This is the vernacular of Southern
California,” says the anchitec:, “and it &n't
abouit opulence and being grandiose ttke
the Tuscan villa. 1t's not a show house.Its
low in profile and makes a stropler smte-
roent. There's not a lot ef stone detailing
and not asmuch ironwork as you would see
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Architect Eabio Rigo de Righigavethis La Jal la Sheresresidence curb appes| Ly

;;{:t;n:oz rtyeyr::;ofent;y with retaining walls and an ele8ant sta irway leading 1o 2 “This is the vernacular of Southern California,
and it isn’t about opulence and being grandiose
like the Tuscan villa.”
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in a Mediterranean-style home, It's more of
a simple elegance with expanses of thick
stucco walls with punched openings and
deep recesses in doors and windows.”

Stairs, with decorative face tiles on the
risers, are neatly framed by retaining walls
with reclaimed terra-cotta caps. Inside the
walls, olive trees flank the bottom of the
hillside, adding a sense of symmetry to
this pie-shaped lot. The stairs lead to the
wrought-iron gates of the entry courtyard.
Here, the front door opens to a small, self-
contained entry foyer,

"The homeowners entertain a lot," says
Rigo de Righi, "and they have two young
children, so there are lots of little kids
argund. There's general family chaos be-
yond the foyer, so they wanted a more pri-
vate foyer that's not locking through the
house. When you turn the cormer, you walk
into the great room where there's a beauti-
ful wocden header, which goes across an
arch defining the entrance to the private
family-occupied rest of the house."

Although the interiors are not ornate,
the homeowners wanted lighting, wood
and tiling to be eclectic.

“We found our interior designer, Janette
Seltser, through Fabic and she did a lot of
creative things in regard to these materi-
als," says the wife, "For example, she did
our entry ceiling with reclaimed old tile
and a reclaimed terra-cotta paver floor
with a patterned inset tile. The kid's bath-
reoms are more modern with glass tile ev-
erywhere, including the floor, and in our
bedroom she used Jerusalem stone with
metal tile ingerts on the floor”

Mo room uses the same wood, and the
doors, windows and built-ins all have dif-
ferent wood with varying finishes. Lighting
fixtures are also different for each rocom.
Many are big staterment pieces, focal points
that create the room's mood and ambi-
ance. In fact, the one main accent feature
in the mastly waod great room is a custom
wrought-iron, 4-foot-wide chandelier.

"When my client was concerned about
how this expensive chandelier would loak,”
says Rigo de Righi, “T built one out of card-
board, so we could hang it in the great room
to see if it would work before the approxi-
rnate $17,000 was spent for the real thing"

The great room's ceiling was given
as much volume as possible to open this
room to the kitchen. The kitchen's range,
big copper hood and mosaic tile back-

splash are directly opposite the great
room’s fireplace. The decorative range wall
15 the feature focus when looking at the
kitchen from the family room.

“My husband loves to cook — it's his
heobby," says the wife, “so we tock a lot of
tirne designing a functional space. He's a
creative cook with international flair, He
does gourmet Mexican, homemade Chi-
nese, Thai food, Indian faed, and, of course,
we have the pizza oven in the outdoor
kitchen.The kids, who are 6 and 8, just love
to make the pizza.”

The kids were kept in mind when the
hose was built, Other than a semi-formal
dining area, there are no formal spaces
and no off-limit rooms to them and their
friends — whao often come over to play on
the outdoor sport court, swim in the pool,
or watch Dora the Explorer on the 80-inch
TV in the playroom. No wonder all the
home's wood — including cabinets — has
a distressed finish rather than a sleek one.,

“When things get nicked, it looks like
it's supposed to be that way,” says the
wife with a laugh. “The kids run in a circle
through the house. There's a kind of circle
logp that runs from the living room, down
the hall, to the family room, down another
hall to the bedroom, down a hall to the
master bathroom and outside,

“When we redid this home,” she con-
tinues, "we had our heart set on creating
a Spanish-style house that emulated The
Clubhouse at Santaluz — a warm and in-
viting atmosphere with big, arched win-
dows, vaulted ceilings and lots of wood.
But maost importantly, we wanted this to
be a great family home."

Guess they got just what they wanted.

WHERE TO FIND IT, PACGE 120

More photos follow
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In the ariginal home, partions of the backyard’s long lot were not used and were neglected, The architect's challenge was to create interesting features for
every part of this huge lof, The new vard includes a play area, a peoel, an cutdoor iving room, kitchen, and dining area with a fire pit, For kids and aduls, the
highlight of the fully functional cutdoor kitchen is the pizza oven.
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Above: The newe kitchen shaws of f the interior designer's knack for mixing the variety of materi-
als her client wanted. Antique stone pavers from an old church in Eurape were used for flaoring.
Arched entries {one with a leaded glass door) on either side of the range lead to the pantry and
Cjar lefr, and to the hreakfast raom, rig
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Opposite: The living area's fireplace is
rivacle ol

with the walls, The mantel and ceilimg
beams are of the same reclaimed wood,

The firebox is lined with reclaimed brick.
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The cozy living area now is open to the Kitchen but an arched opening, bar seating and the kitchen's
flooring delineates the two rooms. Stained and glazed alder cabinets, walnut floors, mahogany doors

and Douglas fir beams showcase the homeowners” love of wood,
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The master bath was built
around thie or tubs
that’s neatly tucked away
in an alcove,. Note the use
of reclaimed pavers for the

windowsill,

BEFORE

The kids' playroom is at least as big as the home’s great room. Because the room is a cul de
sac at the end of the house — a destination point — it didn't have to tie into the rest of the
hame and the ceiling's reclaimed lumber was painted and glazed for an antique look.
To enter our Homes of the Year contest, wisit sandiegohomegarden.com
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